CHAPTER  IX

THE MOSSOVIET: IS IT DEMOCRATIC?

By SIR E. D, SIMON

How far can the government of Moscow be regarded as
having those characteristics which we attempt to define by
the word "democracy?"

It seems to me that the reality behind the government of
Moscow may be summed up as follows;

1.  That all important decisions are made by the Central
Committee of the Party.   (Whether they are made personally
by Stalin or by some group within the Central Committee is
unimportant for our purpose.)

2.  Before deciding any important matter the party gener-
ally  makes  considerable  efforts  to  consult  the relevant
sections of public opinion and to obtain the best possible
expert advice-   It has admirable machinery for this purpose*

3.  Once a decision is made all opposition or criticism is
ruthlessly suppressed.

4.  Every effort is made to make the whole process appear
as democratic as possible.

Let us consider by means of some examples what responsi-
bility and power the individual citizen has, how far he is
free, free to suggest, criticize, or protest against the party
line, in speech or writing. Dr. Robson has explained how
the very large number of "instructions" are given by the
voter at the elections, and how they are afterwards dealt
with*1 It was suggested to me early in our stay in Moscow
that the following could be taken as typical of the method
in which the suggestions were made, whether brought up at
election time or at other times; and after discussing it with as
many people as possible I believe this to be a fairly correct
picture:

Supposing a group in a certa.ii> district decided to agitate
for a new public bath. They would first approach some
influential group of workers, probably in a factory, and get
them interested. The matter would thus automatically come

1 See p* 4,
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